
TAKE-HOME SUMMER 

READING 
LIST                Need a good book to read 

              or listen to this summer? 
Revisit early American literature 
from the same era as the 
objects featured in American 
Made: Treasures from the 
American Folk Art Museum.

These novels, essays, poems, 
and biographies address themes 
such as the American Revolution, 
Indian wars, slavery, religion, 
whaling, civil war, women’s lives, 
and westward expansion.

Visit Crystal Bridges’ Library [on 
the third floor] to see a selection 
of these classics from our Rare 
Books Collection. Check your 
local libraries for hard copies or 
audio versions today!



Benjamin Franklin
Autobiography [1791]

James Fennimore Cooper
The Last of the Mohicans [1826]

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Nature [1836]

Frederick Douglass
Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, An American Slave [1845]

Edgar Allen Poe
The Complete Stories 
and Poems [1849]

Nathaniel Hawthorne
The Scarlet Letter [1850]

Washington Irving
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” [1820]

Herman Melville
Moby Dick [1851]

Harriett Beecher Stowe
Uncle Tom’s Cabin [1852]

Henry David Thoreau
Walden [1854]

Walt Whitman
Leaves of Grass [1855]

Harriett Jacobs
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl [1861]

Louisa May Alcott
Little Women [1868-69]

Mark Twain
Tom Sawyer [1876]
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn [1885]

Emily Dickinson
The Complete Poems [1890]
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